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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 123 


[Abstract:] Requests explanation of terms in Statement of Gold & Silver of Domestic Production 
for January, 1881. 293 


Treasury Department, 
Bureau of the Mint, 
Washington, D.C., 
March 21, 1881 


Sir: 


In your statement of gold and silver of domestic production for January, you place 24,018 
ounces of gold as parted from silver and report no silver of domestic production — 1483.87 
ounces of silver are reported as parted from deposits of gold of domestic production, which yield 
but 1,138.965 ounces of gold, and would indicate that all the domestic gold was less than 500 
fine. Please cause an examination to be made and inform me if the statement as rendered is 
correct, or whether the gold and silver partings from jewelers’ bars, plate etc. have not been 
included in the items “parted from gold” and “parted from silver”. 


Very respectfully, 
Horatio C. Burchard 
Director 


Hon. A. Loudon Snowden 
Supt. Mint U.S. 
Philadelphia. 


NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 123 


[Enclosed note one:] 


The source of the trouble lies in the fact that the statement calls only for the national 
production, while in fact the Weigh Clerk enters parted silver & gold from manufactured bullion. 


Of course the large proportion of silver in this kind of gold brings down the average gold 
fineness of all kinds of bullion when reckoned together. But this is because the orders to report 
parted gold & silver from all sources are inconsistent with the heading of the sheet itself — which 
demands only the national or “domestic production”. 





P. DuB. 


[Enclosed note two:] 


You will find on examining the printed forms sent from the Director office that there is 
but one place for parted from gold and one from parted from silver. Of course all the bullion 
from whatever source parted from either Silver or Gold are entered on these lines, and this is on 
the sheet for Domestic Production. It has been known here always to be incorrectly and attention 
from this office has been called to it in years past but the request from your office has been that 
the form be filled up as printed. The reason perhaps was because the amount was so trifling. 


